
The Rt Hon P.J. Patterson, PC, QC, MP

Prime Minister

Office of the Prime Minister

Jamaica House

1 Devon Road

Kingston

Jamaica 


SAMPLE DEATH PENALTY LETTER










Date:    2002

Dear Prime Minister,

As a supporter of Amnesty International, I am writing to express my concern about Jamaica’s continued support for the use of capital punishment, as well as recent proposals that its use should be extended to drug traffickers and narco terrorists.

In the first instance, I would like to express sympathy for the victims of violent crime and their relatives; whilst also welcoming the effective moratorium that has been in place for over 13 years in your country.  I was pleased  to note that you voted against the death penalty in 1979 and that you have privately expressed views on abolition.

Therefore, could I ask that you demonstrate leadership by instituting legal reforms which would include the abolition of capital punishment.  Could I also ask that the following points be taken into consideration in relation to the death penalty:

- that Jamaica re-accede to the Optional Protocol of the International Covenant on  Civil and Political Rights in full

- that Jamaica not withdraw from the American Convention on Human Rights

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Sender’s Address:


