








Date:      

Local Member of Parliament

House of Commons

London  SW1A  0AA


SAMPLE LETTER TO MP

Dear

Re:  Export Control Act 2002

As a member of the Newport Group of Amnesty International/Amnesty International UK, I am writing to ask for your support in helping to prevent the international transfer of arms which could be used to fuel violent conflict and contribute to human rights abuses throughout the world.  There is growing evidence that these arms transfers are undertaken through arms brokers.

Some of the above deals have been brokered by UK individuals or companies and involve transfers that would not receive an export licence from the government if the declared intention was to export the equipment directly from the UK.  It is, therefore, encouraging that the newly introduced Export Control Act 2002 seeks to address the problem of arms brokering in the UK.

However, the government is breaking its election manifesto commitment to ‘control the activities of arms brokers and traffickers wherever they are located’.  Under the new legislation, arms brokers will have to apply for a licence when operating in the UK, but offshore brokering deals will only be controlled if they are destined for an embargoed country or involve the transfer of equipment used in torture or long-range missiles.  This means that unscrupulous arms brokers can avoid all controls on their activities by briefly leaving the country to conduct their business.  The government must honour its manifesto commitment and close this loophole by applying full extraterritorial controls on all deals conducted by UK arms brokers.  A poll carried out for Amnesty International and Oxfam show that 82% of people in Wales agree.

Could I ask you to write to the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry to let her know my concerns. 

Yours sincerely,


